
RETHINK THE POOL OF 
POSSIBILITIES WITH ICF.
Ranch House Pool, Mathis, TX

CASE STUDY: 
RANCH HOUSE POOL

Project Highlights

Designed and built 
specifically for Fox Blocks 
Radius Blocks

Total project costs less 
than half the price of a 
conventional constructed 
pool 

Built as a “weekend” project, 
as time was available 

Project Stats

Location: Mathis, TX  

Industry: Specialty Application  

 (Pool)

Size: 350 sq. ft. (Floor) 

ICF Use: 382 sq. ft.  

Cost: $19,450 

Total Construction: 50 weeks

ICF Installation Time: 5 days

Challenge

This owner-builder wanted an attractive, affordable relaxation spa that he 

could build himself on weekends. He designed the project to replicate a wine 

barrel protruding from the ground, inviting one and all to enjoy a glass and 

stay awhile. 

The biggest challenge was finding a way to pour the components of the 

project in as few increments as possible. By attaching wood framing to 

plywood creatively used for block bracing, the builder was able to suspend 

the bottom of the ICF blocks above the mud slab initially poured to create 

a firm working surface that allowed a single pour for multiple components. 

Careful forming of coping at the top of the pool resulted in a near-perfect 

detail replicating the top rim of a wine cask. Because ICF forms were truly 

suspended within the framed bracing, and 70% of the ICF forms were above 

grade, extra care was taken not to disturb alignment when getting into the 

pool to work and while pouring the walls. 

Fox Blocks Radius Blocks provided fast resolution to the challenge of radius 

wall forming.  Any other method of creating a radius wall involved labor-

intensive preparation and execution, which wasn’t an option. Fox Blocks 

Radius Block provided a time-saving solution for walls and an excellent 

finished pool.



Sustainability

This is a great energy-efficient pool solution. Using Fox 

Blocks ICF forms for the pool walls and a solar blanket 

eliminates the need for a heating system in the winter.  

ICF walls also keep ground heat from affecting the 

water temperature in the summer.  Thanks to Fox Blocks 

and mild Texas winters, no ground-level insulation was 

required at all.

Budget

The project was a major success. The final costs were 

less than expected and less than what a conventionally 

built pool construction would have cost. 

Timing

The project required great scheduling flexibility since it 

had to be completed on weekends with good weather as 

the owner-builder’s schedule allowed. 

877-369-2562 • info@foxblocks.com

6110 Abbott Drive, Omaha, NE 68110 
Learn more at 

foxblocks.com

“THIS EXERCISE PROVED TO ME, AS A BUILDER, THAT A MODEST POOL CAN BE ECONOMICALLY 
INTEGRATED INTO A RESIDENTIAL PROJECT WITH LITTLE ADDITIONAL EFFORT.  AS I BID NEW 
PROJECTS, I AUTOMATICALLY OFFER TO INCLUDE THE POOL, RETAINING WALL, OR ANY HARDSCAPE 
FEATURES ASSOCIATED WITH THE PROJECT.  THIS REPRESENTS A SOURCE OF ADDITIONAL 
REVENUE FOR MY BUSINESS.”

SHAYNE SCHROEDER, OWNER AND BUILDER


