
REVITALIZE 
NEIGHBORHOODS WITH 
FOX BLOCKS ICF
Kelemen House, Detroit, MI

CASE STUDY: 
KELEMEN HOUSE

Project Highlights

Three side-by-side rental 
units 

Project is part of the 
revitalization of downtown 
Detroit

75% of one of the top floor 
walls is completely glass, 
offering a beautiful view of 
downtown 

Project Stats

Location: Detroit, MI 

Industry: Multifamily Residential  

Size: 7,333 sq. ft. (Floor) 

ICF Use: 10,500 sq. ft. 

Cost: $1.9 million

Total Construction: 80 weeks 

ICF Installation Time: 31 days  

Challenge

The homeowner wanted to build a multifamily high-performance home 

as part of the Detroit Revitalization Program, an initiative in the region that 

aims to sustain and grow neighborhoods. The project is composed of three 

side-by-side rental units and one permanent residence unit: three units on 

the lower floors and a single penthouse unit that spans the width of the 

three units. Fox Blocks was used as the structural load-bearing walls for the 

exterior and interior demising walls, which had the added benefit of providing 

a firewall between the units. 

The build had multiple challenges: high lift pours, heightened stability 

strength requirements due to the unique design of the large penthouse 

above the lower floors, and building during the infamous winter season in 

Michigan. The large returns on the corners and the interlock of Fox Blocks 

ICF made for an easy installation and provided much-needed strength for the 

high pours. With the help of Fox Blocks, the new building complements the 

existing Detroit neighborhood and meets all required program parameters 

while generating praise and attention from local media.



Sustainability 

Building with Fox Blocks allowed for smaller heating 

and cooling equipment, fiber cement board siding for 

low maintenance on the exterior, and metal shingles 

on the roof, and all window casings were low- to no-

maintenance materials, making this an energy-efficient 

project that will offer savings for years to come. 

Budget

This project was completed within budget, and no 

additional construction costs were incurred by using ICFs. 

The three apartments on the lower floors will provide 

income for the building owner, who plans to live in the 

penthouse. 

Timing

The ICF was installed in 31 days with a total project 

construction time of 80 weeks. While the project had 

been a dream of the owner’s for many years, the build 

itself was fast and was completed on time as expected. 

“THE BUILDING ENVELOPE IS FAR SUPERIOR TO THE AVERAGE 
BUILDING; THE LOW MAINTENANCE AND QUALITY MADE ICFs (FOX 
BLOCKS) THE LOGICAL CHOICE FOR ME. IT IS A DAMN GOOD JOB.”

MICHAEL KELEMEN, OWNER AND DEVELOPER

877-369-2562 • info@foxblocks.com

6110 Abbott Drive. Omaha, NE 68110 
Learn more at 

foxblocks.com


