
NET-ZERO MUSEUM EXEMPLIFIES 
THE SUSTAINABLE RESILIENCE 
OF THE MHA NATION.
MHA Interpretive Center, New Town, North Dakota  

CASE STUDY: 
MHA INTERPRETIVE CENTER

Project Highlights
The MHA Interpretive Center is an 
educational museum and nature 
center owned and governed by the 
Mandan Hidatsa Arikara Nation. 
Housing some of the most sacred 
objects and artifacts of the MHA 
Nation, the structure includes a 
large, 80-foot radius wall with an 
observation deck overlooking Lake 
Sakakawea, which was built to 
align with the Nation’s values and 
embrace sustainability and respect 
to the earth. 

Project Stats
Location: New Town, North Dakota 
Industry: Museum
Size: 47,831 sq. ft. 
ICF Use: 23,727 sq. ft.
Cost: $32 million
Total Construction: 104 weeks 
ICF Installation Time: 60 days
Contractor: Patrick McEvoy, Woodstone Inc
ICF Installer: Aaron Bolli, Innovative 
Construction LLC
Architect:  Michael Laverdure, DSGW 
Architects
Forms Used: 10-Inch and 12-Inch Core and 
Corbel Ledge Blocks 

Challenge

Extremely low temperatures during winter months in North Dakota created 

wet and muddy conditions that made it difficult to access the area with 

equipment and materials. By using Fox Blocks’ ICFs with strong insulating 

properties, the weather-related site issues were ameliorated, availability of ICF 

materials was never a concern, and the project was completed successfully. 

All projects faced supply-chain issues during the COVID-19 pandemic, but 

additional considerations had to be made while working on a Native American 

reservation. The availability of Fox Blocks eliminated all supply-chain-related 

issues and enabled the team to begin construction immediately.



Sustainability

This building maximizes the advantages of ICF 

construction with net-zero strategies in place across 

every aspect of the project. Built along the shores of Lake 

Sakakawea, the MHA Interpretive Center needed to have a 

durable and resilient structure to house some of the most 

sacred objects and artifacts of the Mandan Hidatsa Arikara 

Nation. Utilizing Fox Blocks ICFs, in addition to a 550 kwdc 

solar array and a geothermal well field, made it possible 

to create a highly-efficient, insulated building with greatly 

reduced energy costs.    

Budget

The project was completed within budget and allowed 

for the important use of tribal labor throughout the 

construction process. 

Timing

The project was completed on time.
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