
COMMUNITY AND CHARITY 
BRING KAYDEN A SPECIAL 
BACKYARD OASIS.
Kayden’s Place, Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada

CASE STUDY: 
KAYDEN’S PLACE

Project Highlights
Kayden’s Place is a water 
feature, pool and playground 
that provides Kayden, a 
12-year-old boy with a very 
rare genetic disease, with 
a backyard adventure that 
contributes to his sensory and 
cognitive development.

Project Stats
Location: Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Canada
Industry: Landscape - water feature, 
cave, retaining wall 
Size: 600 sq. ft. 
ICF Use: 1,200 sq. ft.
Cost:  $80,000
Total Construction: 8 weeks 
ICF Installation Time: 1 week
GC & ICF Installer: Randall 
Klassen, Specialty Projects (Owner/
Developer)
Architect: Randall Klassen, Specialty 
Projects.
Forms Used: 4”, 6” and 8” core sizes 

Challenge

Building around a retaining wall created difficulty in ensuring precise wall heights 

in a natural and organic look. Wall height was important to allow the stairs and pool 

slide to flow through the structural elements seamlessly. ICF simplified this process 

with the ability to easily cut down each block to precise heights, where needed, 

and create very rough cuts, where a sculpted, natural look was desired, allowing 

for precise attention to detail and design.    

All of the unique design features added had to allow for continuous concrete, 

ensuring all water features were water-tight. Fox Blocks ICF construction is the best 

choice for landscape projects, such as this, because of their ability to adapt to the 

shape of the terrain and provide a structural base to work from.



Sustainability

The use of ICF in Kayden’s backyard oasis was critical in 

achieving the sustainable goals of the project. ICF was 

desired for its ability to adapt to be cut to the shape of the 

landscape as well as the EPS insulations’ ability to be used 

as a substrate for the vertical concrete covering. The project 

further promoted sustainability by utilizing LED lighting, 

which is much more efficient than other bulb sources.

Budget

The owners had a small budget, however, all of the 

suppliers were able to cut costs by donating free labor 

and materials and saved by using ICFs. 

Timing

The project was completed on time and provided an 

opportunity for Kayden to enjoy the outdoors despite the 

pandemic’s limitations.
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